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October 30, 2009 (CHICAGO) (WLS) -- The Obama administration says the
stimulus bill has saved or created about 650,000 jobs. That's a revised figure
given after critics said earlier estimates were too high because some jobs were
counted more than once.

However, a new round of stimulus money is being spent in Chicago.
Approximately $242 million was awarded to Illinois. The number sounds
impressive, but for some, job creation has been sluggish.

A Chicago area plant that became symbolic of workers fighting to hold on to their
jobs in the recession is now symbolic of the bureaucratic process trying to
convert federal money to local "green" jobs.

News Headlines Video

Toxic mold levels lead to Chicago air quality alert
Teachers Union: No school Friday for CPS students
New  monkey found in Congo | Lesula monkey species
identif ied 33 min agoPHOTOS: iPhone 5 unveiled in San Francisco
Schaumburg driver dies in corvette-building crash
U of C, NU make Fobes Top 100 colleges
Teen found shot to death in Lansing alley
Police search for hit-and-run-driver w ho injured off icer

ADVERTISEMENT

Share this Story

Tweet 0 Recommend this on Google

ADVERTISEMENT

WLS-TV CHICAGO, IL

SEND TIPS, VIDEO, PICS

LOCAL NEWS

NATIONAL / WORLD

HEALTHBEAT

I-TEAM

POLITICS

ENTERTAINMENT

STRANGE NEWS

CONSUMER

LIVE GREEN WITH ABC7

ABC7 SPORTS

ESPNCHICAGO.COM

ABC7 NEWSTEAM BIOS

MOST POPULAR STORIES

SCHOOL CLOSINGS

MORE TOPICS +

NEWS

61°
CLOUDY

WEATHER HOME

INTERACTIVE RADAR

ACCUWEATHER

 Enter search phrase

Stimulus money goes to weatherization projects

Brand New Policy in New Jersey
(Sept 2012) If you drive in New Jersey you better
read this... Learn More »

Insurance.Comparisons.org

Recommend Sign Up to see what your friends recommend.

http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3cef/17/74/%2a/y%3B257718842%3B0-0%3B0%3B81790175%3B2321-160/600%3B36927563/36945441/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://c.casalemedia.com/c/0/46ac9/1e086/50524896/akJuTWVOSHQ1NFlBQUdOZW9rOEFBQUJE/010a9544088810fcdaaa862ecd40495d/http://www.extendedstayhotels.com/
http://www.facebook.com/campaign/landing.php?campaign_id=137675572948107&partner_id=abclocal.go.com&placement=like_plugin&extra_1=http%3A%2F%2Fabclocal.go.com%2Fwls%2Fstory%3Fsection%3Dnews%252Flocal%26id%3D7092067
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/feature?section=weather&id=6665563
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/channel?section=weather/forecast&id=6650528
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/channel?section=weather/forecast&id=6650528
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/channel?section=weather/forecast&id=6650528
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/feature?section=news/education/closures&id=5802855
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/mostpopular
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/newsteam
http://espn.go.com/chicago/
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/channel?section=news/sports&id=6125043
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/channel?section=resources/lifestyle_community/green&id=8095614
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/channel?section=news/consumer&id=7098694
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/channel?section=news/bizarre&id=7098740
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/channel?section=news/entertainment&id=7098439
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/politics
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/channel?section=news/iteam&id=7098428
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/channel?section=news/health&id=7098402
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/channel?section=news/national_world&id=7098725
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/channel?section=news/local&id=7098705
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/feature?section=news/local&id=6549217
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/index
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fabclocal.go.com%2Fwls%2Fstory%3Fsection%3Dnews%2Flocal%26id%3D7092067
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fabclocal.go.com%2Fwls%2Fstory%3Fsection%3Dnews%2Flocal%26id%3D7092067&source=tweetbutton&text=Stimulus%20money%20goes%20to%20weatherization%20projects%20%7C%20abc7chicago.com&url=http%3A%2F%2Fabclocal.go.com%2Fwls%2Fstory%3Fsection%3Dnews%2Flocal%26id%3D7092067
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/story?section=news/local&id=8808906
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/story?section=news/local&id=8809248
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/story?section=news/local/illinois&id=8809375
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/story?section=news/local&id=8809034
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/gallery?section=news/technology&id=8807930&photo=1
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/story?section=news/national_world&id=8809748
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/story?section=news/local&id=8809551
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/story?section=news/local&id=8809542
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/newsteam
http://www.facebook.com/?ref=home#!/profile.php?id=581312802
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/bio?section=resources/inside_station/newsteam&id=5771882
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/bio?section=resources/inside_station/newsteam&id=5771882
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/explore?columnist=leah-hope
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/explore?section=wls/news/local
javascript:void(0);
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http%3A%2F%2Fabclocal.go.com%2Fwls%2Fstory%3Fsection%3Dnews%2Flocal%26id%3D7092067&title=
http://digg.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fabclocal.go.com%2Fwls%2Fstory%3Fsection%3Dnews%2Flocal%26id%3D7092067&title=&bodytext=
http://twitter.com/home?status=Currently%20reading%20http%3A%2F%2Fabclocal.go.com%2Fwls%2Fstory%3Fsection%3Dnews%2Flocal%26id%3D7092067
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fabclocal.go.com%2Fwls%2Fstory%3Fsection%3Dnews%2Flocal%26id%3D7092067
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/rss#Local
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/feature?section=news&id=7115459
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/story?section=news/local&id=7092067&pt=print
http://webapp.abclocal.go.com/formmailer/emailFriend?station=wls&headline=&URL=/wls/story%3Fsection%3Dnews%2Flocal%26id%3D7092067&contentId=7092067&contentType=Article
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/rss#Local
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/seenontv
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/index
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/index
http://2915c.v.fwmrm.net/ad/l/1?s=c108&n=168285&t=1347569813738578003&adid=1480575&reid=895235&arid=0&auid=&cn=defaultClick&et=c&_cc=&tpos=&sr=0&cr=http%3A//www.blautogroup.com
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/livenow?id=8335968
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/livenow?id=7096082
http://2915dc.v.fwmrm.net/ad/l/1?s=c016&n=168285&t=1347569813796956010&adid=1171332&reid=666607&arid=0&auid=&cn=defaultClick&et=c&_cc=&tpos=&sr=0&cr=http%3A//livewellnetwork.com
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fabclocal.go.com%2fwls%2fstory%3fsection%3dnews%2flocal%26id%3d7092067&id=ma-120913165656-86254e98
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

Get more Local »

TAGS:

Comment Now Email Print Report a typo

New energy efficient windows drew a lot of excitement Friday. Residents in one
area complex are mostly low income. So, the building qualifies for a
weatherization program supported by the Community and Economic Development
Association of Cook County (CEDA).

"These families typically spend a lot more on energy than most people do
because it's a high proportion of their income," said CEDA's John Hamilton.

The excitement extends beyond savings to individual tenants. It represents a step
forward in revitalizing America's economy and creating jobs.

"We've got to protect tax payer dollars and make sure it's well spent. So, overall,
this takes some time. The benefits are just huge. It continues to pay for itself,"
the U.S. Dept. of Energy's Gil Sperling said.

The specially treated glass, and a plastic layer in between the panes, help make
the windows energy efficient, but the secret to insulation is the gases put
between the layers.

A company called Serious Materials created the windows. It will now bid to
convert windows in the complex and other CEDA projects.

Serious is the company that bought what was Republic Windows and Doors,
where workers got international attention for their sit-in last year.

Serious committed to rehiring all 270 union workers, but so far, only 20 union
workers have been called back.

"It's not where we want to be. We want to get back to 200-plus or 300-plus at that
plant, but it takes a while to get there," said Serious Materials VP Robin Roy.

It has been 11 months since two men speaking with ABC7 worked at Republic.
They are among the more than 200 Republic workers waiting for Serious to get
more contracts for their 'green' windows.

"It's been quite a strain," said Former Republic employee Ron Bender. "I'm
fortunate my wife is still working, but we're barely making the ends meet."

"I understand things take time, but I wish they would speed things up," former
employee Ricky Maklin said.

The workers don't blame Serious, but they hope homeowners thinking about
weatherization will think of Serious and the workers waiting to get back to work.

While the many of the Serious workers wait, CEDA has added 70 jobs and more
then two dozen contractors to complete weatherization projects.

(Copyright ©2012 WLS-TV/DT. All Rights Reserved.)
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